Appendixes
future of the Gaza Strip to be worked out through the erloru, and
sood offices of the United Nations.
We recognize that the area has been a source of armed infiltration
and reprisals back and forth contrary to the Armistice Agreement an*,!
is a source of great potential danger because of the presence there of
so large a number of Arab refugees—about 200,000. Accordingly, we
believe that the United Nations General Assembly and the Secretary
General should seek that the United Nations Emergency Force, in the
exercise of its mission, move into this area and be on the houndar;.
between Israel and the Gaza Strip.
The United States will use its best efforts to help to assure this
result, which we believe is contemplated by the Second Resolution of
February 2, 1957.
With respect to (2) the Gulf of Aqaba and access thereto—the United
States believes that the Gulf comprehends international waters and tha:
no nation has the right to prevent free and innocent p&ssage in the Gulf
and through the Straits giving access thereto. We have in mind not oniy
commercial usage, but the passage of pilgrims on religious missions which
should be fully respected.
The United States recalls that on January 28, 1950, the Egyptian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the United States that the Egyp-
tian occupation of the two islands of Tiran and Senafir at the entrance of
the Gulf of Aqaba was only to protect the islands themselves against
possible damage or violation and that "this occupation being in no way
conceived in a spirit of obstructing in any way innocent passage through
the stretch of water separating these two islands from the Egyptian
coast of Sinai, it follows that this passage, the only practicable one.
will remain free as in the past, in conformity with international prac-
tice and recognized principles of the law of nations".
In the absense of some overriding decision to the contrary, as by the
International Court of Justice, the United States, on behalf of vessels
of United States registry, is prepared to exercise the rigjxt of free and
innocent passage and to join with others to secure general recognition
of this rigjht
It is of course clear that the enjoyment of a right of free aad
innocent passage by Israel would depend upon its prior withdrawal in
accordance with the United Nations Resolutions, The United States has
no reason to assume that any littoral state would under these circum-
stances obstruct the right of free and innocent passage.
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